Although the author includes the results of much new research, it must be noted that this is a book written primarily for nonspecialist readers with an interest in Versailles. The charming illustrations from contemporary drawings, paintings, and prints (used more often than not to decorate the pages as well as to supply information) have resulted in an unusually attractive volume. Yet specialists in garden history will also find their rewards. BouchenotDechin gives a good picture of the development and the evolution of the Versailles gardens in the decades 1660-1700, and there is much interesting detail about gardening, a good deal of which is not widely known. I was especially taken by a description of the annual harvest of orange blossoms at the Versailles Orangerie, picked primarily to determine the eventual ornamental distribution of the fruits, but then used in a number of ways including the making of liqueurs. At times, the book goes too far in its attempt to be entertaining, such as in the lengthy chapter on Marly-le-Roy, presented by the author as a threat to those working at Versailles. This may have been the case, but surely a description of the way of life at Marly was not necessary in a life of Dupuis. The strategy of using contemporary quotes, as from Mme de Sevigne, is appropriate, but the frequent use of the duc de SaintSimon-a very biased observer who disliked the Versailles gardens-raises questions of accuracy, and I was surprised to see a quote from Nicodemus Tessin about Mansart's Colonnade put into the mouth of Henry Dupuis himin this journal, March 1995), where the many activities and people involved in the process of feeding the king and his court came into focus. BouchenotDechin notes that at that time there were no comparable publications on the histories of the people who served as gardeners to the kings or of their careers and their families despite the mass of material available in the archives. Thus, this book (and the projected series) offers a new, important perspective on a much studied subject.
Although the author includes the results of much new research, it must be noted that this is a book written primarily for nonspecialist readers with an interest in Versailles. The charming illustrations from contemporary drawings, paintings, and prints (used more often than not to decorate the pages as well as to supply information) have resulted in an unusually attractive volume. Yet specialists in garden history will also find their rewards. BouchenotDechin gives a good picture of the development and the evolution of the Versailles gardens in the decades 1660-1700, and there is much interesting detail about gardening, a good deal of which is not widely known. I was especially taken by a description of the annual harvest of orange blossoms at the Versailles Orangerie, picked primarily to determine the eventual ornamental distribution of the fruits, but then used in a number of ways including the making of liqueurs. At times, the book goes too far in its attempt to be entertaining, such as in the lengthy chapter on Marly-le-Roy, Despite my reservations, this is a strong beginning for a series of studies that should move well beyond traditional limits. Moreover, it seems that the exploration of such nontraditional areas of research will play a major role in the program of the new international study center due to be established at Versailles in the next few years. The field awaits both the publications and the study center with anticipation. London has its parks, its commons, several heaths, its squares, its fields, its hills, its flats, even its downs and marshes at Hackney, Leyton, Plumstead, and Erith. Yet it has also small private gardenstown gardens, as Longstaffe-Gowan calls them-which in acreage occupy far more of London than the celebrated public 
